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On 14 June 2017,  the  Samoa Law Reform Commission (SLRC)  wi l l  
of f ic ia l ly  launch i ts  Sex  Offenders '  Register  (SOR)  F ina l  Report  in  
conjunct ion  wi th  some of  i ts  other  completed pro jects .  

The SOR pro ject  began in  February  2013 when the  SLRC received a  
reference f rom the  Attorney  Genera l  to  assess  whether  i t  is  appropr iate  
in  the  context  of  Samoa to  establ ish  a  SOR and i f  such a  register  would  
he lp  in  the  deterrence of  sexual  re-offending.  

The SLRC completed a  Discussion Paper  in  Apr i l  2013 after  which  
fo l lowed a  ser ies  of  publ ic  consul tat ions  des igned to  gauge the  publ ic ’s  
v iews on th is  pro ject .  A  F ina l  Report  was completed in  May 2015 which 
a lso  inc luded a  draft  SOR Bi l l  to  ref lect  i ts  recommendat ions.  

The SOR Bi l l  has  been f ina l ized  by  the  Attorney  Genera l ’s  Off ice  and is  
scheduled  to  be  tabled  at  the  next  Par l iamentary  s i t t ing.  The 
establ ishment  of  a  SOR in  Samoa would  be  a  monumental  development  
in  the  legal  landscape of  not  only  Samoa,  but  the  Paci f ic  as  a  whole .  
The New Zealand Chi ld  Sex  Offender  Register  was launched in  October  
2016,  more  than a  year  af ter  the  SLRC completed i ts  SOR F inal  Report .  
Therefore ,  not  only  is  the  SOR pro ject  another  area  in  which  Samoa is  
p ioneer ing law reform in  the  Paci f ic ,  i t  more  important ly  i l lustrates  
Samoa’s  f i rm commitment  and dedicat ion  to  protect ing  i ts  ch i ldren  and 
most  vu lnerable .  
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"The establishment of a SOR in 
Samoa would be a 

monumental development in 
the legal landscape of not only 

Samoa but the Pacific as a 
whole."



M E S S A G E  F R O M  A C T I N G  
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R P R O J E C T  U P D A T E S

B Y   C H A R L E S  D E A N  &  S A M A N T H A  M I L F O R D

Drugs  Reform Issues  Paper  2017 
In  March 2015,  the  SLRC rece ived a  reference f rom the  Off ice  of  the  
Attorney  Genera l  to  rev iew the  Narcot ics  Act  1967.  A  Discuss ion Paper  
was completed in  March 2017 and submitted  to  Cabinet  for  approval .  

Review of  Min ister ia l  and  Departmenta l  Arrangements  Act  2003 (MDAA)  
Discussion  Paper  2017  
The  SLRC rece ived a  reference f rom the  Attorney  Genera l  in  2012 to  
rev iew the  MDAA.  The a im of  the  rev iew was to  update  the  MDAA to  
ref lect  current  corporate  st ructures  wi th in  a l l  government  min ist r ies  and 
corporat ions.  The  Discuss ion Paper  was completed in  Apr i l  2017 and has  
been submitted  to  Cabinet .    

Review of  the  Property  Law Act  1952 Discussion  Papers  2017 
In  August  2014,  the  SLRC rece ived a  reference f rom the  Attorney  Genera l  
to  rev iew the  Property  Law Act  1952.  Due to  the  s igni f icant  s ize  of  the  
pro ject ,  the  SLRC has  d iv ided the  Discuss ion Paper  into  four  parts .  
D iscuss ion Papers  1  and 2  have  been completed and approved by  Cabinet  
in  March 2017.  

Review of  Samoa 's  C iv i l  Procedure  Rules  (Supreme Court  and  Magistrate  
Court )  F ina l  Report  2017  
The SLRC rece ived a  reference f rom Cabinet  and the  Attorney  Genera l  in  
2008 to  rev iew the  laws regulat ing  Samoa’s  court  processes.  This  
reference inc luded a  rev iew of  the  Supreme Court  Rules  1980 and 
Magist rates ’  Court  Rules  1971.  Issues  Papers  1  and 2  for  th is  pro ject  
were  completed and approved by  Cabinet  in  2012 and 2014 respect ive ly .  
In  2015,  consul tat ions  were  carr ied  out  wi th  members  of  the  Judic iary  
and the  Law Society .  The  SLRC completed i ts  F ina l  Report  which  was 
approved by  Cabinet  in  February  2017.  

Pule  a  le  Mata i  Sa ’o  Review F inal  Report  2017  
In  March 2015,  the  SLRC rece ived a  reference f rom the  Pr ime Min ister  to  
explore  leg is lat ive  and non leg is lat ive  measures  to  address  the  abuse of  
power  by  the  Sa ’o  or  paramount  ch ief  of  a  fami ly .   A  Discuss ion Paper  
was developed in  August  2016 af ter  which  the  Commiss ion carr ied  out  
publ ic  consul tat ions.  The  SLRC’s  F ina l  Report  was approved by  Cabinet  
in  February  2017 and wi l l  be  submitted  for  tab l ing  in  Par l iament .  

Convent ion  on  the  E l iminat ion  of  D iscr iminat ion  against  Women (CEDAW) 
F ina l  Report  2016  
In  2008,  the  SLRC rece ived a  reference f rom the  Attorney  Genera l  to  
rev iew Samoa’s  leg is lat ive  compl iance wi th  i ts  obl igat ions  under  CEDAW.  
The F ina l  Report  was approved by  Cabinet  in  August  2016 and submitted  
to  the  Off ice  of  the  Legis lat ive  Assembly  for  tab l ing  in  Par l iament  in  
January  2017.  

Alcohol  Reform Final  Report  2016 
In  March 2013,  the  SLRC rece ived a  reference to  rev iew Samoa’s  a lcohol  
laws with  the  object ive  of  reducing harm caused by  a lcohol  abuse.   An 
Issues  Paper  was publ ished in  November  2013 fo l lowed by  publ ic  
consul tat ions  in  2014.  In  July  2016,  Cabinet  approved the  SLRC’s  F ina l  
Report  and Draft  A lcohol  Contro l  B i l l  ref lect ing  i ts  recommendat ions.  
The  F ina l  Report  was submitted  to  Par l iament  and is  at  Se lect  
Committee  stage.   The  draft  A lcohol  Contro l  B i l l  is  wi th  the  Attorney  
Genera l ’s  Off ice  for  f ina l izat ion.    

I  am p leased to  share  wi th  you our  f i rst  ever  
ed i t ion  of  the  SLRC Newsletter  for  2017.  In  

order  to  keep our  stakeholders  and the  publ ic  
informed about  our  work ,  the  SLRC has  decided 

to   re lease a  quarter ly  newsletter .  In  th is  
newsletter ,  you wi l l  f ind  out  about  recent  

updates ,  some key  achievements  and upcoming 
events  of  the  SLRC.     

 
I t  has  been a  busy ,  chal lenging yet  rewarding 

1st  quarter  of  2017 for  the  SLRC.  When our  
former  Execut ive  Di rector  Leota  Theresa Poto i  
lef t  in  February  2017,  I  was appointed Act ing 

Execut ive  Di rector  unt i l  our  new Execut ive  
Di rector  starts  on  19 June 2017.  Many of  our  
law reform pro jects  reached the  F inal  Report  

stage then ,  namely  the  Pule  a  le  Mata i  Sa ’o ,  and 
the  Review of  Supreme Court  C iv i l  Procedure  
Rules  1980 and Magistrate  Court  Rules  1971.  
Two pro jects  completed the  f i rst  stage of  our  

law reform process ,  namely  the  Issues  Paper  for  
Drugs Reform (Review of  Narcot ics  Act  1967)  

and the  Discussion Paper  for  the  rev iew of  the  
Min ister ia l  and Departmenta l  Arrangement  Act  

2003 (MDAA) ,  both  of  which  are  now with  
Cabinet  for  approval  for  publ ic  consul tat ions.  

 
In  March 2017,  the  SLRC  launched i ts  f i rst  ever  
Awareness  Strategy which was put  together  by  

our  former  Austra l ian  Volunteer  (AVID)  Car ly  
Pr ice.  Th is  Awareness  Strategy a ims to  boost  
the  prof i le  of  the  SLRC through var ious  means 

to  ensure  our  stakeholders  and the  publ ic  
understand our  work  and how they  can 
contr ibute  to  the  law reform process.  

S igni f icant ly ,  the  SLRC has  been fortunate  to  
receive  f inancia l  support  f rom The Uni ted  

Nat ions  Chi ldren 's  Fund (UNICEF)  to  implement  
the  Awareness  Strategy ,  which  began with  the  
SOR Off ice  Awareness  workshop at  Saleapaga 
Sands f rom 5-6  May 2017.     On  14 June 2017,  

the  SLRC wi l l  launch the  SOR Final  Report  and 
other  law reform reports .  Th is  wi l l  be  the  f i rst  

ever  launch of  the  SLRC’s  F ina l  Reports .  In  
addi t ion ,  other  upcoming SLRC awareness  

programs inc lude the  E  te  S i laf ia  program which 
wi l l  be  a i red  on 7  June 2017 and i ts  Off ice  

advert isement .  
 

I  hope th is  newsletter  wi l l  cont inue to  keep you 
informed of  our  work  and keep you interested in  

the  law reform process  and how you can 
contr ibute  to  ef fect ive  and pragmat ic  law 

reform in  Samoa.  
 

S incere ly ,  
U lupale  Fuimaono 

Act ing Execut ive  Di rector  



I N T E R N A L  A C T I V I T I E S
B Y  M E A R O L D  V I L I A M U  &  S A M A N T H A  M I L F O R D

E te  S i laf ia  Programme 
The SLRC ut i l ised  part  of  the  funding f rom UNICEF to  boost  i ts  
prof i le  through a  TV awareness program (E  te  S i laf ia) .  Th is  
program is  intended to  inform members  of  the  publ ic  about  the
ongoing work  of  the  SLRC as  wel l  as  some of  i ts  completed 
pro jects .  The E  te  S i laf ia  program wi l l  be  a i red  on TV1 in  the  
second week of  June.  Stay  tuned!  

Revamped Off ice  Logo/  Off ice  Websi te  
As part  of  i ts  Awareness Rais ing  Strategy  the  SLRC has f ina l ized 
i ts  new off ice  logo and revamped websi te .  Check out  our  websi te  
www.samoalawreform.gov.ws to  see  the  new look and fo l low 
the  SLRC’s  work !       

SLRC Awareness  Rais ing  Strategy    
On  the  3  March 2017 the  SLRC  launched i ts  Awareness Rais ing  
Strategy.  The overa l l  a im of  the  Awareness Rais ing  Strategy  is  to  
increase publ ic  knowledge and understanding of  the  SLRC’s  work.  
I t  is  hoped that  th is  wi l l  increase the  amount  of  submiss ions f rom 
the  publ ic ,  as  people  wi l l  better  understand how they  can 
contr ibute  to  the  law reform process.    

SOR Off ice  Awareness  Rais ing  -  Sa leapaga Sands  Workshop 
In  preparat ion  for  the  upcoming SOR Project  Launch,  
the  SLRC held  a  SOR Workshop in  Saleapaga f rom 4  – 5  May.  This  
workshop was designed to  carry  out  a  ref resher  t ra in ing  for  
the  SLRC on the  SOR Fina l  Report  as  wel l  as  prepare  the  log ist ics  
for  the  launch which wi l l  take  p lace  on 14 June 2017.    

F A R E W E L L S
Part  t imer  (Law Clerk) ,  Faithful  Dora  Sofe  –  

completed work  on 20 March 2017 
 

Legal  Pol icy  Advisor  (Austra l ian  Volunteer  
Program) ,  Car ly  Pr ice  –  completed term on 19 May 

2017 

N E W  R E C R U I T S  &  P R O M O T I O N S

Execut ive  Legal  Off icer ,  Mearold  Solofa  Vi l iamu  –  
new recru i t  (commenced work  18 Apr i l  2017)  

 
Pr inc ipal  Legal  Analyst ,  Tuitapuono Samantha 
Mi l ford  –  promoted f rom Senior  Legal  Analyst  

(promot ion ef fect ive  10 February  2017)  
 

Senior  Legal  Analyst ,  Char les  Leicester  Dean  –  
promoted f rom Legal  Analyst  (promot ion ef fect ive  18  

Apr i l  2017)  
 

Informat ion & Communicat ions  Advisor  (Austra l ian  
Volunteer  Program) ,  I r lene  Mokaraka-Tu 'u lama – 

  term f rom Feb to  Aug 2017

I N T E R N S H I P  
P R O G R A M M E

After  the  success  of  i ts  2016 Programme,  
the  SLRC has  again  ro l led  out  i ts  Internship  
Programme for  2017.  The main  purpose of  

the  programme is  for  the  SLRC to  of fer  
interns  wi th  a  learn ing opportuni ty  whi le  

a lso  be ing prov ided wi th  addi t ional  
research ass istance on ongoing pro jects .  I t  
is  a lso  a  p lat form to  develop re lat ionships  

not  only  wi th  the  interns  but  a lso  wi th  the i r  
respect ive  univers i ty  inst i tut ions.  Th is  year  

the  SLRC wi l l  be  host ing  interns  f rom 
Austra l ia ,  New Zealand and Samoa.  More  

informat ion  about  the  programme and how 
to  apply  can be  found on our  websi te  at  

www.samoalawreform.gov.ws.

Carly Price - Legal Policy Advisor (Australian Volunteer)

Sex Offenders' Register Office Awareness Workshop 5 - 6 May 2017 at Saleapaga Sands 

 
The Commission wishes to acknowledge with sincere 

gratitude the generous assistance provided by UNICEF for 
the upcoming launch of the Sex Offenders Register Final 

Report.
 

Faafetai tele lava!  

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 
 

Irlene Mokaraka-Tu'ulama - Information & Communications 
Advisor (Australian Volunteer)



H A V E  Y O U R  S A Y
Q:  How do I  g ive  the  Commission my 

feedback?  
 

A :  You can send us  your  feedback in  
wr i t ing  ( let ter  or  emai l )  or  at tend one 

of  our  publ ic  consul tat ions  in  Upolu  or  
Savai i .  Keep checking our  websi te  and 

Facebook page to  f ind  out  dates  for  
our  publ ic  consul tat ions.  

   

T R A I N I N G S  &  W O R K S H O P S
B Y  U L U P A L E  F U I M A O N O ,  G R A C E  L A F I ,  S A M A N T H A  M I L F O R D  &  C H A R L E S  D E A N

Effect ive  Stakeholder  Engagement  Tra in ing  -  Apia ,  Samoa.  
Two representat ives  f rom the  SLRC attended a  week long t ra in ing  which 
focused on “Tools  and Techniques  of  Ef fect ive  Stakeholder  
Engagement”  f rom the  24 – 28 Apr i l  2017.  The t ra in ing  was hosted by  
the  Publ ic  Serv ice  Commiss ion and the  Oloamanu Centre .  The  purpose 
of  the  t ra in ing  was to  equip  part ic ipants  wi th  d i f ferent  tools  and 
techniques  to  ass ist  wi th  engaging stakeholders  and the  genera l  publ ic  
in  the i r  l ine  of  work .       

Nat ional  Workshop on  Wor ld  Trade  Organisat ion  (WTO)  Not i f icat ion
Requirements  -  Apia ,  Samoa.  
A  representat ive  f rom the  SLRC attended the  f i rst  day  of  the  nat ional  
workshop on WTO not i f icat ion  requi rements  f rom the  16-20 May 2017 
hosted by  the  WTO.  The main  purpose of  the  one week workshop was 
to   inform government  min ist r ies/  stakeholders  in  Samoa about  
WTO,   i ts  not i f icat ion  requi rements  and how Samoa can fu l f i l l  i ts  WTO 
not i f icat ion  object ives .      

Nat ional  Conference  on  Democracy  and  Development  in  Samoa:  The  Role  
of  E lect ions  -  Apia ,  Samoa.  
A  SLRC representat ive  at tended the  f i rst  ever  Nat ional  Conference on 
"Democracy  and Development  in  Samoa:  The Role  of  E lect ions" ,  a t  
Tanoa Tusi ta la  f rom the  22 – 25 May 2017.  The conference explored the  
important  quest ion  of  –  ‘ the  ro le  of  the  e lectora l  system in  Samoa’s  
democrat ic  and development  process. ’  Some of  the   key  themes of  the  
four  day  event  inc luded,  democracy  and development  in  Samoa;  Samoan 
e lectora l  system;  women pol i t ica l  part ic ipat ion;  youth  part ic ipat ion;  
and people  wi th  d isabi l i ty  part ic ipat ion.  Furthermore ,  the  workshop 
a lso  a l lowed for  the  opportuni ty  to  d iscuss  very  important  issues  
regard ing  barr iers  to  voter  part ic ipat ion ,  abnormal i t ies  in  the  e lectora l  
system and the  re lat ionship  between democracy ,  the  fa ’asamoa and 
development  among others .  

PILON Regional  Workshop on  Cyber-cr ime and  E lectronic  Ev idence  -  
Nukualofa ,  Tonga.    
The  SLRC's  Act ing  Execut ive  Di rector  was part  of  Samoa 's  de legat ion  
who attended the  workshop on Cyber-cr ime in  Tonga f rom the  23-25 
May 2017.  The workshop brought  together  the  Paci f ic  Is land Law 
Off icers  Network  (PILON)  to  share  the i r  exper iences  on the  cyber-cr ime 
t rends  in  the i r  respect ive  jur isd ict ions.  I t  a lso  inv i ted  experts  f rom 
countr ies  such as  New Zealand ,  Austra l ia  and Europe to  present  on  
d i f ferent  issues  around cyber-cr ime and share  the i r  expert ise  on  how to  
better  prosecute  cyber-cr ime cases.    
   

C O N T A C T  U S  
Samoa Law Reform Commission 

1st  F loor ,  F iame Mata ’afa  Faumuina Mul inu ’u  I I  
Bui ld ing 

Apia ,  Samoa 
28493/  28494 

 commission@samoalawreform.gov.ws 
 www.samoalawreform.gov.ws 

 @samoalawreform

PILON Regional Workshop on Cyber-crime and Electronic Evidence - Nukualofa, Tonga
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