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B Y   T E L E I ' A I  D R .  L A L O T O A  M U L I T A L O  

In  August  2017 ,  the  Samoa Law Reform Commiss ion (SLRC)  in i t iated  the
the  rev iew of  the  Fabr ic  of  Laws of  Samoa Project .  Th is  in i t iat ive  was
dr iven by  the  be l ief  that  an  overa l l  background knowledge of  the  fabr ic  of
laws of  Samoa is  necessary  for  ef fect ive  law making.  This  ef for t  is  the
f i rst  of  i ts  k ind  and i t  is  hoped that  i t  wi l l  be  carr ied  out  per iodica l ly ,  so
Samoa wi l l  cont inue  to  operate  on current  and updated laws.  Such wi l l
prov ide  benef i ts  at  nat ional  leve l ,  as  i t  wi l l  inform the  Judic iary  in  i ts
duty  of  apply ing  the  laws ,  the  Execut ive  in  pol icy  making and the
Par l iament  in  i ts  Const i tut ional  law making funct ion.  Both  an  informed
Government  and publ ic  wi l l  resul t  in  meaningfu l ,  e f fect ive  and better  law
making.  

The  Review looks  at  the  fo l lowing:  

   

I t  is  ant ic ipated that  the  SLRC’s  F ina l  Report  on  th is  Pro ject  wi l l  be
submitted  for  Cabinet ’s  endorsement  in  the  week commencing 18
December  2017 .  The  SLRC wishes  to  express  s incere  grat i tude to  a l l
Government  Min ist r ies  and Agencies  for  the i r  k ind  support  and ass istance
throughout  the  course  of  th is  cruc ia l  and re levant  Pro ject .    
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"The review of the Fabric of Laws of 
Samoa Project is the first of its kind 
and will greatly assist the Judiciary, 
Executive and Parliament with their 

functions. Both an informed 
Government and public anticipates 
better law making, of meaningful, 

effective and relevant laws."

 Samoa's Fabric of Laws Review 

identify the current fabric of laws of Samoa (some 285 existing Acts/Ordinances 
of Parliament); 
identify relevant Ministries, State Owned Enterprises (SOEs), or Constitutional 
Offices (COs) responsible for which laws; and 
identify and confirm from stakeholders laws that are under their administration 
that are considered outdated, recommend removal, updating or replacing. 



M E S S A G E  F R O M  E X E C U T I V E  
D I R E C T O R

P R O J E C T  U P D A T E S
B Y   S H E L I Z A  T A P U A I ,  M E A R O L D  V I L I A M U ,  F A A P A L E  L E M A L U ,   L I Z A T A L E I  H A K A I ,  
C H A R L E S  D E A N

Review of  the  Min ist ry  of  Agr icu l ture  &  F isher ies  (MAF)  laws  Di rect ive    
On 29 November  2017 ,  the  SLRC rece ived a  d i rect ive  f rom the  Pr ime Minister  (PM)
( informed by  concerns  of  the  Min ister  of  MAF)  to  carry  out  a  rev iew of  MAF’s  laws.
The d i rect ive  requi red  the  SLRC to  rev iew the  laws of  MAF to  br ing  them up to  date
with  the  modern  context  of  Samoa,  and in  part icu lar  to  inc lude the  power  to  prohib i t
the  export  of  cer ta in  pr imary  produces  of  Samoa;  and to  see  that  Samoa’s  laws are
recept ive  of  the  pr inc ip les  conta ined in  the  Internat ional  F isher ies  Convent ions.  The
SLRC has  s ince  met  wi th  the  CEO and Legal  Off icer  (ACEO)  of  MAF,  and are
formulat ing  a  response for  the  PM.  I t  is  hoped the  PM wi l l  be  br iefed before  the
Chr istmas hol idays.  

In fants  Ord inance  1960 Reference  
In  September  2017 ,  the  SLRC rece ived a  TOR f rom the  OAG to  rev iew the  In fants
Ord inance  1960 .  The  rev iew was to  determine  whether  the  Ord inance compl ies  wi th
internat ional  convent ions  and to  prov ide  recommendat ions  on any necessary  reform
especia l ly  in  re lat ion  to  ‘overseas  adopt ion ’ .  More  important  was how ‘su i table
arrangements ’  were  addressed in  Samoa.  Pre l iminary  research was carr ied  out  and the
f indings  which noted Samoa to  be  compl iant  wi th  internat ional  convent ions  on inter -
country  adopt ions ,  were  presented to  the  AG and the  PM.    

Freedom of  Informat ion  Legis lat ion  Review 2017 
Fol lowing the  rece ipt  of  the  TOR f rom the  OAG on 5 May 2017 ,  the  SLRC proceeded
with  i ts  pre l iminary  research on the  Freedom of  Informat ion Pro ject .  The  Pro ject
looks  at  whether  a  f reedom of  informat ion leg is lat ion  is  requi red  for  Samoa.  The
rev iew is  current ly  at  the  ear ly  stages  of  draft ing  i ts  Issues  Paper .    

Review of  Samoa’s  Fore ign  Investment  laws  2017  
Fol lowing the  rece ipt  of  the  TOR f rom the  OAG on 5 May 2017 ,  SLRC began work  on
Samoa’s  Fore ign Investment  laws Review.  Such Review is  st i l l  current ly  at  the
pre l iminary  research stage.  The  SLRC hopes that  th is  Review wi l l  ga in  some
momentum when the  F ina l  Reports  for  severa l  Pro jects  are  submitted  for  endorsement
by Cabinet ,  in  ear ly  2018 .   

Drugs  Reform (Review of  the  Narcot ics  Act  1967)  
Fol lowing Cabinet ’s  approval  of  i ts  Issues  Paper  in  May 2017 ,  s takeholder
consul tat ions  were  carr ied  out  in  August  and September  2017  w i th  20 stakeholders
inc luding re levant  Min ist r ies ,  the  jud ic iary  and non-government  organizat ions.  Publ ic
consul tat ions  were  a lso  carr ied  out  in  both  Upolu  and Savai i  f rom 25-29 September
2017 .  Further  research and the  draft ing  of  the  F ina l  Report  commenced in  October
with  the  f i rst  draft  completed on 15 December  2017  and tabled  before  the  Advisory
Board.  I t  is  ant ic ipated that  the  f ina l  vers ion of  the  F ina l  Report  wi l l  be  submitted  to
Cabinet  the  week commencing 18 December  2017 .  

Review of  Min ister ia l  and  Departmental  Arrangements  Act  2003 (MDAA)  
Fol lowing consul tat ions  with  the  Centra l  Agencies  completed on 23 October  2017 ,  the
MDAA Fina l  Report  was submitted  to  Cabinet  on  29 November  2017 .   We are  current ly
await ing  Cabinet ’s  approval  of  the  F ina l  Report .  

Review of  the  Property  Law Act  1952   
On  23 August  2017  Cabinet  approved Discussion Paper  4  (DP 4)  on  the  rev iew of  the
Property  Law Act  1952 .   The  SLRC is  current ly  prepar ing  for  stakeholder  consul tat ions
ant ic ipated to  be  carr ied  out  ear ly  2018.      

Review of  Samoa 's  C iv i l  Procedure  Rules  (Supreme Court  and  Magistrate  Court )    
Fo l lowing the  publ icat ion  of  i ts  F ina l  Report ,  the  SLRC engaged a  leg is lat ive  drafter
to  draft  new (Supreme & Dist r ict  Court )  Civ i l  Procedure  Rules  in  l ight  of  the  SLRC’s
recommendat ions.  Further  rev iew by  the  SLRC was carr ied  out  on  the  draft  Rules
before  submiss ion to  the  Rules  Committee.  On 2 November  2017 ,  the  SLRC submitted
the  Rules  to  the  OAG for  fur ther  rev iew.    

Convent ion  on  the  El iminat ion  of  Discr iminat ion  against  Women  (CEDAW)  Legis lat ive
Compl iance  Review  
In  September  2017 ,  the  SLRC prov ided responses  to  recommendat ions  f rom the
re levant  Par l iamentary  Committee  on i ts  CEDAW Final  Report  (CEDAW FR) .  In  the
same month ,  the  SLRC provided a  submiss ion ,  ref lect ing  the  SLRC’s  F ina l  Report
recommendat ions ,  to  the  Fami ly  V io lence Nat ional  Publ ic  Inqui ry  on  Fami ly  V io lence
in  Samoa.  Consequent ly ,  some leg is lat ive  amendments  were  proposed for  re levant
Minist r ies ’  considerat ion  and use  at  the i r  convenience to  su i t  the i r  c i rcumstances.    

TALOFA LAVA,  WARM GREETINGS TO YOU ALL AND 
WELCOME TO THE 2017 3RD EDITION OF “THE 

REFORMER”  NEWSLETTER.  

E  lē   uma le  f ia  fa ’afeta ia  o  le  a lofa   tūnoa ma le  
agale le i  o  le  Atua ona o  Lana tausiga ,  aemaise  
o  Lona fesoasoani  mai  i  ga luega sa  feagai  a i  le  

Komis i  i  lenei  tausaga.  

These past  few months  have been busy for  the  SLRC.  
To h ighl ight  a  few of  our  accompl ishments  s ince  our  

last  newsletter :  we have completed stakeholders ’  
and publ ic  consul tat ions  for  3  of  our  pro jects :   

the  Min ister ia l  Department  Arrangements  Act  Review 
(MDAA) ;  the  Drugs Reform (Review of  the  Narcot ics  
Act  1967) ;  and  the  Review of  the  Fabr ic  of  Laws of  

Samoa Project .  To  date ,  MDAA Final  Report  has  been 
completed and submitted for  Cabinet ’s  approval .  We 

have a lso  completed draf t  F ina l  Reports  for  Fabr ic  of  
Laws and Drugs Reform.  The two sets  of  C iv i l  

Procedure  Rules  for  both  the  Supreme Court  and the  
Dist r ict  Court  have f ina l ly  lef t  the  premises  of  the  

SLRC and have been referred  to  the  Off ice  of  
Attorney  Genera l .  We a lso  received other  new 

references  f rom the  PM ( Infants  Ord inance and MAF) .  

Despi te  the  intensi ty  of  the  past  few months ,  the  
work  at  the  SLRC is  a lways  worthwhi le ;  as  we str ive  

to  contr ibute  meaningful ly  to  the  reform and 
development  of  re levant  and ef fect ive  laws for  

Samoa.  Ia ,  ae  o  upu e  masani  a i ,  a  uma ona tatou 
fa ia  o  se  ga luega ona o  tatou faapea i fo  lea ,  o  i  tatou 

lava  o  n i  auauna lē  aoga.  

On behal f  of  the  SLRC I  would  l ike  to  wish you a l l  a  
Merry  Chr istmas and a  Happy New Year .  I  look  

forward to  seeing you a l l  in  2018.  

I  le  pa ia  ma le  mamalu  o  Samoa aemaise  o  e  sa  
lagolago ma fesoasoani  mai  i  faata lata lanoaga ma 

galuega a  le  Komis i  sa  feagai  a i  i  lenei  tausaga.  O  le  
tata lo  ia  ia i  se  aoga o  auaunaga a  le  Komis i  ne i  mo 

tagata  laute le  o  Samoa.  E  momol i  atu  a i  ma le  
FAAFETAI  TELE MO LO OUTOU SAO.  Faafeta i  mo

f inagalo  faaal ia  ma le  tofa  sasa ’a ,  o  fautuaga uma 
lava  ua  mafai  a i  ona faamae’a  n is i  ga luega a  le  

Komis i  I  lenei  tausaga.   Fa ’afeta i !  Fa ’afeta i  te le  lava.  
O  n i  va iva iga  ma n i  le  atoatoa o  le  Komis i  ne i ,  e  
tata lo  atu ,  ia  malu  ave  i  fa le  i  o  outou f inagalo ,  

faamagalo  a  outou auauna.  E  poto  lava  le  tauta i  ae  
sese  lana atu  ama.  O  le  faamoemoe ia  avea n i  le  
atoatoa o  le  2017,  e  fa i  ma a ’oa ’oga ,  mo le  toe  
fuata ’ ina  o  le  agai    luma o  le  au  fa iga luega i  le  

tausaga fou.  

Tatou tuu atu  i  le  Atua o  tatou faamoemoega uma.  
Taupule  o la  ia  le  amataga o  le  Tausaga Fou 2018,  ia  

au l ia  atu  ma le  manuia  i  le  a lofa  o  le  Atua.  
Ia  manute le ina  Samoa ma ona fa ’asausauga.  

Faafeta i ,  
Te le i ’a i  Dr  La lotoa Mul i ta lo  

Execut ive  Di rector  



R E P O R T S  &  I N T E R N A L  A C T I V I T I E S  
B Y   B U R E I E T A  L E A U G A ,  G R A C E  L A F I ,  R U T A  M A S I N A L U P E ,  S H E L I Z A  T A P U A I ,  
F L O R I T A  T U P A ' I ,  C H A R L E S  D E A N

SLRC Annual  Report  2016/2017 
The SLRC has  completed i ts  Annual  Report  for  F inancia l  Year  2016/2017.  This  is
now with  the  Minister  for  SLRC to  be  submitted to  Cabinet  and then Par l iament ,
fo l lowing Cabinet ’s  approval .  

SLRC Corporate  Plan  2018-2021 
The SLRC is  f ina l iz ing  i ts  Corporate  Plan for  2018-2021.  This  Corporate  Plan wi l l
ref lect  the  rev ised Strategy for  the  Development  of  Samoa 2016/2017-
2019/2020 and the  Law and Just ice  Sector  P lan 2017-2020.  In  addi t ion ,  i t  wi l l
prov ide  a  c lear  ind icat ion of  the  funct ions  and goals  of  the  SLRC for  the  next  3
years .  

SLRC Legal  Tra in ing 's   -  CBS Conference  Room  
In  August  2017 ,  SLRC’s  Execut ive  Di rector  conducted monthly  legal  t ra in ings  for
SLRC’s  legal  staf f  on  law reform and i ts  chal lenges in  p lura l  societ ies  in  the
Paci f ic  (speci f ic  focus on Samoa) .  These t ra in ings  were  subsequent ly  opened to
interested in-house counsels  and pr ivate  lawyers  in  the  spi r i t  of  knowledge
shar ing  and network ing.  S ince June 2017,  f ive  t ra in ings  have been carr ied  out .
 The SLRC looks  forward to  more  t ra in ings  in  the  near  future .  

CSU Legal  F i le  Management  Tra in ing  -  SLRC Conference  Room 
The SLRC’s  Pro ject  Coordinator  (F lor i ta  Tupa ' i )  carr ied  out  3  legal  f i le
management  t ra in ings  dur ing  October  and November  2017 .  The overa l l  purpose
of  these t ra in ings  is  to  inform staf f  on  the  current  f i le  management  process ,
how to  keep our  current  pro jects  records  accurate ,  to  ensure  accountabi l i ty  and
reduce r isk  to  the  SLRC.      

Samoa Nat ional  Heal th  Week SLRC Sports  Day  
On 10 November  2017 ,  the  SLRC took part  in  the  annual  commemorat ion of  the
Samoa Nat ional  Heal th  Week organized by  the  Minist ry  of  Heal th .  This  year 's
theme was:  "Accelerate  physica l  act iv i ty  through sports" .    

SLRC End of  Year  Party   
To  ce lebrate  i ts  achievements  for  the  year  and prepare  for  the  fest ive  season,
the  SLRC had i ts  end of  year  funct ion at  the  Edge Mar ina  on the  the  6 December
2017 .  The theme th is  year  was "VILLAINS" .    

SLRC  Walkathon   
On the  23 November  2017 ,  the  SLRC conducted a  2km walkathon to  fundra ise  for
i ts  end of  year  act iv i t ies  and most  important ly  promote  heal thy  l iv ing.  The event
was a  success  and the  SLRC would  l ike  to  thank a l l  those who contr ibuted.    

Select  Committee  Meet ings    
Dur ing  October ,  the  SLRC provided ora l  submiss ions  on the  fo l lowing Bi l ls :  
a )  Energy  Ef f ic iency  B i l l  2017 ;  and 
b)  Pol ice  Serv ice  Amendment  B i l l  2017 .  

F A R E W E L L S
Pr inc ipal  Legal  Analyst ,  Darius

Shahtahmasebi  –  res igned on 20 Oct  2017 
 

Dr iver ,  Si l i  Su 'a  –  res igned on 13 Oct  2017 

N E W  R E C R U I T S  &  P R O M O T I O N S

Pr inc ipal  Legal  Off icer ,  Lizatale i  Hakai  –
new recru i t  (commenced work  2  Oct  2017)  

 
Senior  IT  Off icer ,  Launiu  Paleaae  –  new
recru i t  (commenced work  18 Sept  2017)  

 
Dr iver ,  Ropat i  S i t iv i  – new recru i t

(commenced work  12 Dec 2017)  

Departing Employees  - Sili Su'a & Darius Shahtahmasebi

National Health Week SLRC Sports Day - 10 November 2017

New Recruits - Lizatalei Hakai, Launiu Paleaae & Ropati Sitivi

I N T E R N S H I P  P R O G R A M M E
The SLRC is  happy to  announce that  i t  wi l l
be  host ing  two interns  f rom the  TC Bei rne

School  of  Law,  Univers i ty  of  Queensland for
the  months  of  January  and February  2018.
This  is  the  th i rd  year  for  the  SLRC to  host

interns  s ince  i ts  rev iva l  in  2016.  The
interns  work  on a  vo luntary  bas is  for  4

weeks and main ly  carry  out  legal  research
and analys is  to  ass ist  the  SLRC with  i ts

pro jects .  More  informat ion about  the  SLRC
Internship  Programme can be  found on our
websi te  at  www.samoalawreform.gov.ws.    



H A V E  Y O U R  S A Y
Q:  How do I  g ive  the  Commission my

feedback?  
 

A :  You can send us  your  feedback in
wr i t ing  ( let ter  or  emai l )  or  at tend one

of  our  publ ic  consul tat ions  in  Upolu  or
Savai i .  Keep checking our  websi te  and

Facebook page to  f ind  out  dates  for
our  publ ic  consul tat ions.  

   T R A I N I N G S  &  W O R K S H O P S
B Y  L I Z A T A L E I  H A K A I ,  C H A R L E S  D E A N ,  S H E L I Z A  T A P U A I ,  F L O R I T A  T U P A ' I

Ski l ls  to  be  an  Ef fect ive  Leader  Tra in ing  -  Apia ,  Samoa.  
Shel iza  Tapuai  (Execut ive  Legal  Off icer )  at tended the  t ra in ing  on “Sk i l ls  to
be  an  ef fect ive  leader”  f rom 30 October  2017 – 3  November  2017 hosted by
PSC.  The overa l l  ob ject ive  of  th is  t ra in ing  was to  bui ld  team leader
capaci ty  and leadership  sk i l ls  in  the  workforce  to  enable  government  to
meet  goals  for  ef fect ive  serv ices  to  the  publ ic .    

Samoa Pre-Miss ion  Workshop on  Obl igat ions  under  the  UNCAT -  Apia ,
Samoa.    
On  2  October  2017,  Char les  Dean (Senior  Legal  Analyst )  at tended
the Samoa Pre-Miss ion  Workshop on Obl igat ions  under  the  UN Convent ion
Against  Torture  (UNCAT) .  The  purpose of  the  workshop was to  ra ise
awareness among Samoan author i t ies  regard ing key  UNCAT and OPCAT
obl igat ions ,  ident i fy  key  chal lenges re  implementat ion  and how they  could
be addressed ,  and prepare  a  roadmap to  ass ist  the  CTI  d ip lomat ic
delegat ion ’s  v is i t  to  Samoa.  Fol lowing th is  workshop the  SLRC met  wi th
the  de legat ion  and d iscussed ways the  SLRC can contr ibute  re  Samoa
implement ing  the  UNCAT.  

Consul tat ion  on  the  Protocol  to  E l iminate  I l l ic i t  Trade  in  Tobacco Products
(Protocol )  -  Motootua ,  Samoa.  
On  18 December  2017,  L izata le i  Hakai  (Pr inc ipa l  Legal  Analyst )  at tended
the Consul tat ion  on  the  Protocol ,  hosted by  the  Min ist ry  of  Heal th .  The
main  object ives  of  the  Consul tat ion  was ra ise  awareness on the  Protocol
to  fac i l i tate  Samoa’s  support  in  the  implementat ion  of  the  Protocol ,  as
wel l  as  increase  co l laborat ion  in  the  enforcement  of  tobacco leg is lat ion
and compl iance to  the  Framework  Convent ion  on Tobacco Contro l  (FCTC) .
The Protocol  is  a  t reaty  to  implement  Art ic le  15  of  the  FCTC.    

Tra in ing  and  Awareness  Program on  Occupat ional  Safety  and  Heal th  -  Apia ,
Samoa.  
Bure ieta  Leauga (Manager  Corporate  Serv ices)  and L izata le i  Hakai
(Pr inc ipa l  Legal  Analyst )  at tended the  Tra in ing  and Awareness Program on
Occupat ional  Safety  and Heal th  hosted by  MCIL  on  6  December  2017.  The
Program focused on ra is ing  awareness on the  re levant  leg is lat ion  deal ing
with  occupat ional  safety  heal th  issues  with in  work  p laces  so  that
Min ist r ies  can comply  with  the  same.  

Nat ional  Mechanism on  Report ing  and Fol low up  (NMRF)  Sadata  Workshop -
Apia ,  Samoa.    
On  the  23 November ,  F lor i ta  Tupa ' i  (Pr inc ipa l  Pro ject  Coord inator)
attended the  NMRF SADATA Workshop hosted by  MFAT Samoa.  The
purpose of  the  workshop was to  ra ise  awareness among NMRF key  points
of  contact  on  how they  can ut i l ize  the  SADATA web tool  for  coord inat ing
and monitor ing  implementat ion  of  human r ights  and the  Susta inable
Development  Goals .  G iven SLRC's  work    re lat ing  to  human r ights ,  th is  tool
or  database would  be  usefu l  and would  great ly  ass ist  on  i ts  pro jects  wi th  a
human r ights  focus in  future .    

C O N T A C T  U S  
Samoa Law Reform Commission 

1st  F loor ,  F iame Mata ’afa  Faumuina Mul inu ’u  I I
Bui ld ing 

Apia ,  Samoa 
28493/  28494 

 commission@samoalawreform.gov.ws 
 www.samoalawreform.gov.ws 

 @samoalawreform

Tina & Tamaita'i Group 2 presenting their findings during the SLRC Drugs Reform Savaii public consultations - 28 Sept 2017, 
Sapapalii. 
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